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1 RUSTIC ROADS BOARD Trans-RR 1.05

Chapter Trans-RR 1
RUSTIC ROADS

Trans—RR1.01Definitions. Trans—-RR 1.18ign maintenance.

Trans—-RR 1.0Membership of the board. Trans-RR 1.18Vinter maintenance.

Trans—-RR 1.0Burpose of the board. Trans-RR 1.18peed limits.

Trans—RR 1.0Qualifications for rustic road designation. Trans—RR 1.1band use protection.

Trans—RR 1.0Bpplication procedures. Trans—RR 1.18Mtility installation.

Trans—RR 1.0Blumbering of rustic roads. Trans—RR 1.1Advertising sign control.

Trans—RR 1.03urisdiction and authority Trans—RR 1.1Bevelopment of county rustic roads plans.
Trans—-RR 1.0&eneral maintenance. Trans—RR 1.1Withdrawal of rustic roads designation.
Trans—-RR 1.0Road bed maintenance. Trans-RR 1.2@entification of complementary rustic features.
Trans-RR 1.1Cross drainage maintenance. Trans-RR 1.2$tate aids.

Trans—RR 1.1Vegetation maintenance.

Note: The Rustic Roads Code, chapters RR Ltwére repealed and a new code, (4) A rustic road is one not Schedu|edm[icipated for major
chapterTrans-RR1 was createdettive June 1, 1981. improvemeniwhich would change its rustic characteristics.

Trans-RR 1.01 Definitions. As used in this chapter: (5) A rustic road preferably has no high density development
(1) “Board” means the rustic roads boatithe Wsconsin alongit, but the development as exists at the time the road is desig
departmenbf transportation. natedshall be compatible with the surroundings and shall not

(2) “Department’means the \tgconsin department of trans Qetractfrom the rustic, natural, unspoiled character sistial

portation. impactof the road area.

(3) “Maintaining authority” means the county or municipality (6) A rustic road preferably has a minimum length of 2 miles
which has jurisdiction over a road. and,where feasible, provides a completed closure or loaprer

(4) “Municipality” means town, city or village. nectsto major highways at both ends of the route.

(5) “Rustic roads marking signs” means the brown, white and (7) Theland adjacent to the rustic road preferablyased
yellow standard statewide rustic rosign approved by the rustic compatiblewith the maintenance or preservation of its rustic-char
roadsboard and designed by the department of transportation, ﬂ?é?trandcm‘g’ d_etns'l\;y dleg\ﬁl?\‘pm;gt}f o161 don i 3 mad

1 1 H 1 Istory: I. Register May, , NO. ell. bo—1—-cl;correction in made
?tandardﬁcroﬁl\m anq yello(\;\ola}cr?rd ﬂenotlng thde numerical ;]dentl unders. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., StatRegistey July 1995,No. 475 correction in (3)
Ication of the rustic road within the statewide system, the-stafjade under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., StatsRegister March 2002 No. 555

dardbrown and yellow placard denoting the length in miles of the

rusticroad, and all necessary auxiliary signs. Trans-RR 1.05 Application procedures. (1) For a
History: Cr. RegisteyMay, 1981, No. 305efl. 6-1-81. roadto be designated a rustic road, a petition froon Biore resi
Trans-RR 1.02 Membership of the board. Theboard dentfreeholders of the municipality in which the road is located,
of the department is composed of the following members: ~ OF & petition from a majority of the resident freeholders atarg
(1) Chairpersonf the senate andssembly standing com 02d.shall be presented to the governing botihe municipality
mitteeshaving jurisdiction over transportation matters as detdf. Which the road is located. The process may also be initiated

minedby the speaker of the assembly and the president of the S¥iout petitions by a resolution of the governibgdy of the
ate,and municipalityin which the road is located. Upon such a petition or

gsolution,the governing body athe municipality may hold a

(2) Eight members appointed by the secretary of tran.':fporlr ; . . - .
tion for staggered 4-year terms of whom at least 4 members sﬁ%lglr'i%gga;g% ﬂ?;ﬂglfézpﬁ:%di;gsgf dg&deﬁ?r'?ggg%né;fn?(:h a

235§58f££0215§)2?;gnr_‘0mmees submitted by thscansin 19.84 Stats., and any applicable local ordinances.
History: Cr. Register May, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81. (2) Uponits final approval, thgoverning body of the munici
pality shall determine whetherjurisdictional change is desired.
Trans-RR 1.03 Purpose of the board. The purpose of |f s, the governing body of the municipality shall petitiba
the board is tayovern the creation and preservation of a system @unty highway committedor approval of the rustic road desig
rusticroads for vehiculabicycle and pedestrigravel in unhr  pationand approval of the transfer of jurisdiction of the road to the
ried, quiet and leisurely enjoyment. county. If the county highway committee approves the jurisdic
note: S.e(érs%%“izs&),\f;atsiggl No. 3056, 6-1-81 tional transfer and the rustic road designation, the county highway
v ShRed ¥ T ’ ' committeeshall petition the board for its approval. If mansfer
Trans-RR 1.04 Qualifications for rustic road  desig-  Of jurisdiction is desired, the governing body of the municipality
nation. (1) A rustic road has outstanding natural features alors§all petition directly to the board for its approval of the rustic road
its borders such as rugged natural terraiative wildlife and designation.
native vegetation, or includes open areas with rustic or agricul (3) (a) Rustic road designation of a road under county-juris
tural vistas which, singly or itombination, set this road apartdiction shall follow a procedure similar to the above, whereby ini
from other roads as being something unique and distinct.  tiation of the rustic road designation process shall be by county
(2) A rustic road is a low—volume local ugablic road which highwaycommittee resolution, or by a petition from 6 or more res
is usable year-round. identfreeholders of the countgr by a petition from a majority of
(3) A rustic road functions as a local access road, i.e., otfeeresident freeholders along the subject road. The county high
which serves the adjacent property owners and those wishingiay committeemay hold a public hearing on the proposed rustic
travel by auto, bicycle or hiking, for purposes of enjoying its rustimad designation. If such a hearing held, it shall be held in
features.This would generally preclude designating as a rustaccordancevith ss.19.83and19.84 Stats., and any applicable
roadany road serving as a collector or arterial. local ordinances.
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(b) If a transfer of jurisdiction is desirethhe governing body (3) Repairsto an existing bridge of rustic character shall be
of the municipality assuming jurisdiction, as well as the countpadewith an efort to preserve the rustic qualities of the structure.
highwaycommittee, shall approve the transfer and the rustic road(4) when deemedadvisable, the maintaining authority may
designation. imposeweight limitations on structures on a rustic road in lieu of

(c) Any change in the designation of a county trunk highwastructurereplacement or repair
whetherit be transferred to a municipality or changed to an “otherHistory: Cr. Register May, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81.
road under county jurisdiction,tequires the approval of the
departmentUpon departmentalpproval, the governing body of Trans-RR 1.11 Vegetation maintenance. (1) Where
the municipality assuming the jurisdiction of the rustic rehdll necessanyfor safety or protection of thraveling public, tree
petitionthe board for approval of the rustic road designation. branchesand shrubs may bigimmed or whole trees removed.

(d) If no transfer of jurisdiction is desired, the county highwayhis shall be done with proper tools so as not to leave unsightly
committeeshall petition théooard for approval of the rustic roadscars.Land and forest management may be practiced.
designation. (2) Control of undesirable vegetation shall hecomplished

(4) Beforeits approval, the board shall provide final reviesv by mowing or selective cutting. Howevavhen herbicides are
to the subject road’qualifications for designation. In itsviewy —necessarythey shall be used judiciously and in a prudent manner
the board may require photos or slides describing the rustic- quédi avoid unnecessary browning of roadside vegetation.
ties of the road or a personal inspection by one or more memberg3) Mowing shall be performed only as necessary for health,
of the board. safetyand ecological reasons with the aim of encouraging, where

(5) Additionally, before its approval for designation is appropriatethe growth of prairie flora adjacent to the road.
granted,the board, in accordance with 83.42 (5) Stats., shall ~ History: Cr. RegisterMay, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81.
ensurethat a road under joint jurisdiction o2 more municipadi
ties,or a municipality and a countyr 2 or more counties, has had Trans-RR 1.12 Sign maintenance. (1) The standard
the approval of the governing bodies of afleatedgovernmental statewiderustic road sign and the numerical identificatxecard

units having jurisdiction over the subject road. shallbe erected at all important public entrance points to a rustic
Note: See s80.39 83.025 (1)93.42 (3) Stats. roadsign as mutually agreed upon by the maintaining authority
History: Cr. RegisterMay, 1981, No. 305ef. 6-1-81. andthe department. Beneath the standstedewide rustic road

sign, affixed to the same sign post, shall be the standard placard

Trans—RR 1.06 Numbering of rustic roads. ~ Upon genotingthe numerical identification of the rustic road wittte
approvalby the board of a rustic road designation, the board Shg}tewidesystem of rustic roads.

assigna numerical identification to the rustic road that is precede %) A h . fth . d dditional dard
by the prefix “R.” The rustic roads shall be numbered sequentially (2) At each terminus of the rustic road an additional standar
beginningwith R1. ized placard denoting the lengtim, miles, of the rustic road shall

AN ; Ll be affixed to the post supporting the rustic raadn and placed
History: Cr. RegisterMay, 1981, No. 30%f. 6-1-81. below both the rustic road sign and the placard denoting the
Trans-RR 1.07 Jurisdiction and authority . Upon numericalidentification of the individual rustic road.
approvalof the board of rustic road designatiand except as  (3) Therustic road marking signs may be placed on existing
otherwiseprovidedin these administrative rules, the county highinformationor highway identification sigposts but shall not be
way committee, the municipalities and counties shall have tijaced on any regulatory or warning sign posts.
sameauthority over rustic roads as they possess over other high (4) (a) The department, at its own expense, shall furnish and
waysunder their jurisdiction—including responsibility for main install the initial rustic roads marking signs needed on &H of

tenance. cially designated rustic roads.
Note: See s83.42 (7) Stats. , . L
History: Cr. Register May, 1981, No. 305, 6-1-81. (b) Each yearat the departmerstrequest, the maintaining

authorityfor a rustic road shall inventory all the rustic roads mark

Trans-RR 1.08 General maintenance. A rustic road iNg signs on its rustic road. The inventory shall be sent to the
shallreceive the level ahaintenance necessary for public traveflepartmenandshall state the number of missing or damaged rus

by auto, bicycle or hikindor recreational enjoyment, while still tic roads marking signs on its rustic road and shall identify the
preservinghe rustic qua"ties of the route. location of those missing or damaged Slgﬂ[ﬁt should be

History: Cr. RegisterMay, 1981, No. 305efl. 6-1-81. replacedAfter receivingthis inventorythe department, at its own
expenseshall furnish and install the needed replacement rustic
Trans-RR 1.09 Road bed maintenance. (1) Rustic roadsmarking signs.

roadsmay be dirt, gravel or hard surface. Necessary improve (c) The maintaining authority for a rustic road shall furnish,
mentsmay be made in surface to improve safetgirainage or to install and maintain all other guide or warning signs, signals,
reducemaintenance problems, but shall not disturb the rustgarkingsor devices on its rustic road at its own expense.
characteristicdor which the road was designated. Drainagd (5) All informational, regulatorywarning and identification

roadimprovements shall be kept as nar@mpossible to retain the gjgnsshall be erected and maintained as necessaagcordance
rustic charm of the roadis well as keeping the driverspeed |, -hs.86 and349, Stats., and cfirans 200

lower. The improvements shall bept to a minimum to avoid dis iy cr RegisterMay, 1981, No. 305ef. 6-1-81: am. (3),=nd recr(4),
turbanceof vegetation or unusual scientific or cultural sitdBch  Register February1988, No. 38pef. 3-1-88.
havebeen designated.

(2) Whereit becomes a necessigust treatment may be used. Trans—RR 1.13 Winter maintenance. Normal winter

History: Cr. Register May, 1981, No. 305ef. 6-1-81. maintenancepractices shall be continued on anfiocil desig
) ) natedrustic road.
Trans-RR 1.10 Cross drainage maintenance. History: Cr. Registey May, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81.

(1) Crossdrainage shall beaintained where necessary to-pre

ventdamage to the road, possible washautd other problems  Trans-RR 1.14 Speed limits. (1) The speed limit on all

which may be detrimental to proper safety officially designated rustic roads is 45 miles per hour butlmeay
(2) Whenbridge replacement is necessdris preferable that changedy the maintaining authorityAny increase in the speed

it be of a design and construction with a rustic appearance suchirag above 45 miles per hour requires the approval of the depart

timberor stone structure. ment.
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3 RUSTIC ROADS BOARD Trans-RR 1.21

(2) Pursuanto s.346.57 (6) Stats., dfcial signs giving notice Trans-RR 1.18 Development of county rustic roads
of the speed limit shall be posted by the maintaining authority folans. Each county shall be encouraged to inventory its roads for

the speed limit to be in &ct. potentialcandidates fomclusion in the rustic roads system and
Note: Seess.346.57and349.1] Stats. using this inventory along with previous inventories of scenic
History: Cr. RegisterMay, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81. roads,develop a countywide plan of rustic and scenic roads which

is compatible withthe functional classification plan in the county

Trans-RR 1.15 Land use protection. (1) Local History: Cr. RegisterMay, 1981, No. 305ef. 6-1-81.

authoritiesare encouraged to presettie natural and scenic char

acteristicsof land along rustic roads. Locabning powers, build Trans-RR 1.19 Withdrawal of rustic roads designa -

ing setback regulations, access control, sign control and other ith f h -
powersmay be used to protect and preserve the rustic charactei@j- (1) A road may be withdrawn from the rustic roads system
with approval of the board after petition of the board by the-main

theroad by discouraging industrial, high density resideiatiel - | ; - i
mostcommercial development and encouraging the developm&ifiing authority and upon the holding of a public hearing by the
or the continued existence of commercial establishments comgB@intainingauthority for such a removal. The public hearing shall
ible with a rustic roadsuch as antique shops, craft shops, rodke held inaccordance with s49.83and19.84 Stats., and all
shopsand produce markets. applicablelocal ordinances.

(2) Upon petition for a zoning change to the county or munici  (2) The board may wish to withdraw rustic road designation
pality having authority over zoning, the board shall be notified fior a particular road if the road no longer possesses the rustic char
orderto appear and present testimony at the zoning hearing, if tegeroriginally qualifying it for designation due tiver—develop
boarddeems it necessary ment. The board shall have the authority to remove the designa

History: Cr. RegisterMay, 1981, No. 30peff. 6-1-81. tion following a publichearing on the removal. The public hearing

Trans-RR 1.16 Utility installation. (1) All utility com shallbe held in accordance with 49.83and19.84 Stats.

paniesshall be encouraged to bury electric power and commu .(3). The removal of rustic road designation shall Ca”“.@.
nicationlines on private easements whpassible. Where it is not Jurisdiction of theroad to revert to the status held before original
possibleadditionallines may be placed on existing poles or—tov\ldel\ls'tg”2'“0”383:/3 529(4?2?:‘1-

ers,or buried. Any utility installation shall attempt to preserve or Nol€: See s65.4 ats.

restorethe rustic éu alit;y of the route. ptiop History: Cr. Registey May, 1981, No. 305ef. 6-1-81.

(2) Restorationof the rustic quality shall be required for all
utility installation within the right—of-way of a rustic road.

(3) Uponapproving a rustic road application, the bostndll
notify all utility companies providingervice in the area of the rus
tic road as to the fi€ial rustic road designation.

History: Cr. Register May, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81.

Trans-RR 1.20 Identification of complementary
rustic features. The maintaining authoritis encouraged to
identify with roadside markers any historical names, structures,
placesand eventsvhich complement and enhance the rusticchar
acterof the road.

History: Cr. Registey May, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81.

Trans—RR 1.17 Advertising sign control. ~ Municipali
ties shall be encouragedddopt local zoning ordinances restrict Trans—RR 1.21 State aids. State aids for each rusticad
ing off-premise advertising sigrand which address the controlshall be determined in accordance with the local transportation
of existing signsand the erection of additional signs once a roads provisions of s86.3Q Stats.
has been designated a rustic road. Note: See s83.42 (8) Stats.

History: Cr. Registey May, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81. History: Cr. Registey May, 1981, No. 305eff. 6-1-81.
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